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Secondly, Gandhiji's conception of non-violence is slightly diffe-
rent from that of Tolstoy. To the latter non-violence means avoi-
dance of force in all its forms, the former lays emphasis on the
motive and defines ahimsa as avoidance of injury or pain to any
creature out of anger or from a selfish motive. In certain
circumstances, however, even killing may be ahimsa according
to Gandhiji.102 As life involves some amount of violence, Tolstoy
turns away from it; Gandhiji, on the other hand, follows the
Gita ideal of action without attachment and eagerly participates
in life. Due to this vital difference, Gandhiji excels Tolstoy in
working out the non-violent technique and in devising ways to
remove social evils which Tolstoy so brilliantly exposes and so
passionately denounces.

The cult of peace and non-violence has gathered great
strength since the time of Tolstoy. This is negatively due to the
tremendous increase in the destructiveness of war which has
almost reached perfection and has become a far greater threat
to mankind than ever before.

Benjamin Tucker, the American anarchist, bases his philo-
sophy on the ground of the intelligent individual's natural self-
interest. He recommends passive resistance to the oppressed
masses for the reason that modern governments, though they
can easily crush violent revolts, cannot overcome passive resis-
tance by military force. If one-fifth of the people, he argues,
refuse to pay their taxes, it would cost more to try to collect
them than what the rest would pay into the treasury. He advo-
cates the elimination of political authority from society. The
State has, according to him, always invaded the principle of
liberty. He defines government as "the subjection of the non-
invasive individual to an external will".103 To him democracy is
nothing but an invasion upon 'one man by all other men. Tucker
would, therefore, replace the State by voluntary .associations,
the members of which would retain the right to secede" at will.
He, however, recognizes the right of defensive associations to
employ, against invasive individuals, all repressive and punitive
measures now employed by the State. The necessity for such
repression will immensely diminish, for when men eliminate the

102 See Ch. Ill infra.
103  Quoted by F. W. Goker in Recent Political Thought, p. 198.